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PAGE 01 VALLET 01470 141722Z 
ACTION EUR-02 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 INR-OI PA-0 1 /005 W 
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UNCLAS VALLETTA 1470 

FOR lOP/M 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

SUBJ: MEDIA REACTION: NATO DPC 

REE: EUR WFWIS-134 

EDITORIAL PAGE OF SUNDAY TIMES OF MALTA CARRIED FULL TEXT OE 
DPC MINISTERIAL COMMUNIQUE PLUS FOLLOWING EDITORIAL ENTITLED 
"PEACE THROUGH STRENGTH": 

BEGIN TEXT: ON THIS PAGE, WE PUBLISH THE COMMUNIQUE ISSUED 
AT THE END OF A TWO-DAY MEETING OF FOREIGN (SIC) MINISTERS OF NATO 
COUNTRIES HELD LAST WEEK IN BRUSSELS. THE TEXT OF THE 
COMMUNIQUE PROJECTS THE REALITY OF THE PRESENT POSITION OF 
THE FREE WORLD. 

THE BACKGROUND TO THE NEED EOR MAINTAINING PEACE THROUGH 
STRENGTH IS THE INCREASING MILITARY POWER OF THE SOVIET 
UNION. THE INCREASE IN SOVIET ARMS INCLUDES "NEARLY 2,000 
TACTICAL AIRCRAFT SINCE THE EARLY 1960S, AND INCREASE IN 
DIVISIONS FROM 141 TO 168 AND THE OBVIOUS, DURING THAT PERIOD, 
INCREASE IN THE SOPHISTICATION OP WEAPONS AS WELL AS THE 
INSTITUTIONAL CAPABILITY OF THE SOVIET UNION TO PRODUCE ADDI- 
TIONAL WEAPONS OF INCREASING CAPABILITY AND SOPHISTICATION". 
THESE ARE SOME OF THE FACTS LAID BEFORE THE NATO FOREIGN 
MINISTERS BY MR. DONALD RUMSFELD, THE AMERICAN SECRETARY OF 
DEFENCE. 

MR. RUMSFELD LATER DESCRIBED THE SITUATION MORE DRAMATICALLY 
WHEN, SPEAKING TO JOURNALISTS, HE SAID: "WHEN ONE GOES BACK 
TO THE POST WORLD WAR II SOVIET UNION AND COMPARES IT WITH 
TODAY, IT IS CLEAR THAT THEY HAVE MOVED FROM AN OX-CART SOCIETY 
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TO A RATHER SOPHISTICATED MILITARY POWER. NOW THEY ARE THERE, 
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AND THEY DON'T AGREE WITH WHAT WE AGREE WITH IN TERMS OF THE 
DIGNITY OE INDIVIDUALS, IN TERMS OE FREEDOM OF THE PRESS, 
FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY, FREEDOM OF SPEECH, FREEDOM OF RELIGION. 
IT SEEMS TO ME THAT IT IS PREFECTLY APPROPRIATE, WHILE WE 
ARE MAINTAINING DEFENCE AND DETERRENCE AT AN ADEQUATE LEVEL 
TO ASSURE PEACE AND STABILITY, THAT WE ENGAGE IN NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH THE SOVIET UNION TO TEST WHETHER WE CAN BE SUCCESSFUL IN 
FINDING AREAS OF AGREEMENT THAT, FOR WHATEVER REASON, ARE IN 
OUR COMMON INTEREST. IT SEEMS TO ME THAT WHAT YOU MUST DO IS 
YOU MUST MAINTAIN YOUR DEFENCE CAPABILITIES, ASSURE THAT THE 
DETERRENCE IS HEALTHY AND SIMULTANEOUSLY ENGAGE IN THOSE 
DISCUSSIONS AND SEE IF IT IS POSSIBLE TO FIND SOME AREAS OF 
AGREEMENT. IF IT IS, WONDERFUL. IF IT ISN'T, BE PATIENT 
AND KEEP WORKING AND TRY TO ACHIEVE THEM". 

THAT IS THE BALANCE ON WHICH WORLD PEACE HANGS AT THE 
PRESENT MOMENT AND AS FAR AS ONE CAN LOOK INTO THE FUTURE. 

IT IS TRUE OF MALTA, AS IT IS TRUE OF THE UNITED STATES, 

THAT NEITHER ONE NOR THE OTHER CAN MAINTAIN THEIR FREEDOM 
IN ISOLATION. NOR IS PEACE POSSIBLE IN ISOLATION IN THE 
MEDITERRANEAN AS THE PRESENT SOCIALIST GOVERNMENT SEEMS TO 
THINK WITH ITS REFERENCE (IN THE PRESIDENT'S SPEECH AT THE 
OPENING OF PARLIAMENT) TO MALTA BECOMING "A TRULY FREE 
NATION" WHEN THE MILITARY FACILITIES AGREEMENT WITH BRITAIN 
EXPIRES. THE GOVERNMENT GIVES NO INDICATION WHATEVER OF 
WHAT IS TO HAPPEN THEN. THE "FORMIDABLE TASK" IN 1979 IS 
NOT MERELY ONE OF PROVIDING NEW EMPLOYMENT, FORMIDABLE IN 
ITSELF AS THAT MAY BE, BUT ALSO OF SECURING THE FREEDOM OF 
THE PEOPLE OF THESE ISLANDS AMONG THE FIFTEEN NATIONS OF THE 
WESTERN ALLIANCE WITH WHOM THE EUROPEAN PEOPLE OF THESE 
ISLANDS SHARE THE SAME IDEALS OF FREEDOM. END TEXT. 
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